
Lamar County Board of Commissioners 

Public Hearing 

August 19th, 2025  

9:00 a.m.  

Present for the meeting were Chairman Traylor Vice-Chairman Fletcher, Commissioner Lovett, 

Commissioner Gilles, Commissioner Boyle, County Administrator  Townsend, County Clerk 

Davidson and Tax Assessor Haddock.  

Presentation from Tax Assessor Jeannie Haddock  

 

Tax Assessor Haddock said that with the Taxpayer Bill of Rights it used to be that her job was to 

have everything at fair market value and many times the values are going up. In the past, the 

authorities would not roll back the millage rate. The Governor came up with a PT 32 Form. It has 

the 2024 Digest and the 2025 Digest. It also shows, the Reassessment of Existing Real Property is 

$85,545,075. The Other Changes to the Taxable Digest are new homes, new parcels: real growth. 

The Reassessment of Existing Real Property is considered inflation growth. This year they went 

from $90.00 a square foot to $120.00 per square foot. This formula takes out the $85,000,000.00 

when figuring the millage rate. The rollback millage rate is 9.056 due to inflation growth. In 2024 

HB581, a Floating Homestead was voted on. If the governing authority decides to opt-in  and you 

have a homestead exemption it freezes the homestead exemption, and you will be taxed on the 

2024 value which was at $90.00 a square foot.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tax Assessor Haddock gave several examples of Homestead Exemptions. This one is Regular 

Homestead with Conservation Use Value Assessment (CUVA). In the example below, the Fair 

Market Value (FMV) in 2024 was $693,575.00 and with the CUVA exemption of $62,404.00  

the tax bill was $2,149.86. In 2025 they did a reevaluation and the FMV was $820,663.00. They 

will still receive the CUVA exemption of $62,404.00 and an age exemption of $2,000.00 but 

now they are receiving a $50,836 homestead exemption because of HB581. The $50,836 is the 

difference between the 40% FMV in 2024 and the 40% FMV in 2025. Now the tax bill is 

$2144.93 which is a tax bill reduction of $4.93. If the County had not opted in to HB581 he 

would have had a $248.11 increase. The following slides show other examples of Homestead 

Exemptions.  

With CUVA and Regular Homestead 

 

Regular Homestead 

 

 

 

 

 



No Exemption at all 

 

With Age Exemption 

 

County Administrator Townsend noted that the Board of Commissioners is proposing to reduce 

the millage rate form 10.092 to 10.052. This is a decrease of .040 from last year. They have to 

advertise an increase in the millage rate if they are not going with the rollback millage rate of 

9.056.  Below is the advertisement that will go to the legal organ.  

OCGA 48-5-32(c) (1) & (2) 

Whenever a recommending authority or levying authority propose to adopt a millage rate which 

does not exceed the roll-back rate, it shall adopt that millage rate at an advertised public meeting 

and at a time and place which is convenient to the taxpayers of the taxing jurisdiction, in 

accordance with the procedures specified under Code Section 48-5-32.  

 

 In those instances, in which the recommending authority or levying authority proposes to establish   

 a general maintenance and operation millage rate which would require increases beyond the roll-  

 back rate, the recommending authority or levying authority shall advertise its intent to do so and  

 shall conduct at least three public hearings thereon, at least one of which shall commence between  

 the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M., inclusive, on a business weekday. The recommending  

 authority or levying authority shall place an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation  

 serving the residents of the unit of local government and post such advertisement on the website of    

 the recommending or levying authority, which shall read as follows:  



NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE  

The Lamar County Board of Commissioners has tentatively adopted a 2025 millage rate which 

will require an increase in property tax by 11.00 percent.  

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on the tax increase to be held at 790 

Veteran Parkway, Barnesville, GA 30204 on August 19th, at 9 AM and 6 PM.  

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at 790 Veteran Parkway, 

Barnesville, GA 30204 on August 26th at 9 AM.  

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 10.052 mills, an increase of .996 mills. 

Without this tentative increase, the millage rate will be no more than 9.056 mills. The proposed 

tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $100,000 is approximately $37.85 and the 

proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $300,000 is 

approximately $119.52 

 

 

 Two types of value increase made to the digest: 

• Increases due to inflation 

• Increases due to new or improved properties. 

According to the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, it requires the county to rollback the millage rate to 

offset any inflationary growth. The Next Tax % increase (shown above) is 5.11% and this is the 

increase with the new properties. The 2.188 is the Insurance Rollback and the Local Option Sales 



Tax (LOST) which helps reduce the millage rate. If they did not have LOST and Insurance 

Rollback the millage rate would be 12.2408. The $407,354.00 is what the increase was from last 

year. The exemptions play a big role in this number along with the collection rate. He said of the 

$407,354.00 only $300.00 will be left. County Administrator presented the PT32.1 form. Under 

Other Changes to the Taxable Digest shows an increase in exemptions of $165,585,535 and in 

2024 it was $155,654,990. This is related to HB 581. The 2025 Digest shows exemptions of  

$321,258,525. Real Property, which is new homes and renovations  increased by $38,175,572 

and personal property increase by $76,412,311. The motor vehicles increase by $254,290.00 

which comes from Tax Ad Valorem Taxes (TAVT) where people are moving into Lamar 

County; the birthday tax. Timber has decreased by $288,736. The residents to Lamar County will 

see a slight decrease with no changes to their property.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Department of Revenue  

Fair Market Value with no change & Homestead 

 

 

 

               
                                            



Example of Tax bill: The biggest difference is the Exemptions, due from HB 581 

 

Millage Rate vs Net Digest 

Trend of Millage Rate. Started increasing in 2016 and in 2020 eliminated a Tax 

Anticipation Note (TAN). The Tax Digest increase during this time and the Board of 

Commissioners rollbacked the millage rate to give relief to the taxpayers.  

 

 

 



New Homes/Renovations added $428,971,848 to the Digest since 2020 

 

Trend of Population Growth 

 

 

 

 



What is a Millage Rate? 

• Millage rate is the tax rate used to calculate property taxes.  

• Millage rates are applied to the assessed value of a home which is 40% of the fair market 

value. If you have a home that is worth $100,000, your assessed value would be $40,000 

• A tax rate of 1 mill equals $1 in tax liability per $1,000 of assessed value 

How is property tax calculated? 

Home Fair Market Value: $375,440 

Assessed Value (40%): $150,176 

Homestead Exemption $28,624 

Millage Rate- County: 10.052 

 Divide $121,552 by 1,000 = 121.552 

 Multiply by 10.052 = $1221.84 in property taxes 

 

Driving Factors to remain with 10.052 Millage 

• As 7/30/2025, $121,179.40 Conflict Attorney 

• Forecasting a 25% Health Insurance increase 

• S    ff’  Off    CID   v   O   A     B        

• C    y’  f    b            b   b            p    y     (E S, D p         v      ,    .) 

            % of Budget     % of 6/30  

• General Government              21.2%         50.9% 

• Judicial & Court               9.7%           49.2% 

• Public Safety     37.2%         56.5% 

• Public Works        19.5%         16.6% 

• Public Health & Welfare                 2.5%           41.6% 

• Culture & Recreation                       6%            53.2% 

• Conservation & Development          2.8%          46.7% 

 Debt Service                1.1%           43.3% 

 



Comparison with the Surrounding Counties 

 

 

Discussion From Dwight Fleming 

Mr. Fleming inquired about the slide with the New Home Values. He mentioned the 2023 values 

of new homes; $141,173.92 compared to the number of new homes on the graph. He said that on 

the graph for 2023 it shows 84 manufactured homes and 13 new homes for a total of 97. If you 

divide 97 by $141,173.92. You are getting well over a million dollars per project. County 

Administrator Townsend said that this is not just new homes but also renovations. Mr. Fleming 

said this is the way it is labeled. Tax Assessor Haddock said the real growth in her system is 

anything that is an addition; new parcels, new garages, new homes. This is where the 97 number 

is coming from and it more than just new homes. Mr. Fleming said the graph appears that it is 

just new homes. County Administrator Townsend noted that he would change the labeling of the 

graph.  

Public Comment  

A gentlemen in the audience said he came to see about hearing an explanation as to what he saw 

in the paper and to learn about HB581. He said he received his initial tax assessment in the mail. 

He said that his tax bill went up. Tax Assessor Haddock explained the assessment notice 

showing County Taxes with HB 581 Homestead Exemption,  School Taxes without Homestead 

Exemptions. She explained that he would see a decrease in the County Tax on his actual tax bill 

due to the Homestead Exemption, but he would see an increase in the School Tax. Commissioner 

Lovett stated that after the meeting, he and Tax Assessor Haddock would go with him to 

calculate his actual 2025 tax bill.  

 

  



Adjournment   

 

Vice-Chairman Fletcher  made a motion to adjourn the Public Hearing at 9:32 a.m. Commissioner 

Gilles seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Attest:  Carlette Davidson, County Clerk 


